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Arts/entertainment 

American Players Theatre brings I 
'Comedy of Errors' to Iowa City 
By Hoyt OIHn 
Staff Writer 

I
N THEORY, it was a great 
weekend to get out of town, the 
highlight being the football 
game with Northern Illinois. 

Northern Illinois? 
My wife and I headed north, amused 

by the opposing stream of cars 
bound for the overcast skies of Iowa 
City, but by the time we reached 
equally rainy Dubuque, my mood 
had grown gloomy. The reason 
behind this trip was a desire to see 
the American Players Theatre per-
form in its own outdoor theater. 

Theater 
were at the funeral itself, rather 
than at its rendering. 

been plagued by requests that plays 
be cut down to movie length. "They 
don't cut symphonies, they don't cut 
operas, but plays, sure, let's just rip 
them up," Swetz laments. 

BUT API', A COMPANY formed to 
do the classics, refuses : "We don't 
cut a word, and we don't update 
anything," Swetz brags. Rather than 
using modernized editions of 
Shakespeare, the company uses the 
text found in the 1623 Folio that was 
compiled by two actors In Shakes-
peare's company. And rather than 
staging Shakespearean works at ran-

Oct 3,4 auditions 
set for 'Peter Pan' 

People Interested in performing in the 
University Theatre production of the 
musical "Peter Pan" should plan to 
audition at 7 p.m. Oct. 3 or 3:30 p.m. Oct. 
4 in Theatre Building Room 172. Every-
one is invited to try out. 

The auditions will include group danc-
ing, individual singing and reading. 
Those auditioning may prepare a song 
from the show, if they wish, although 
this is not necessary. 

The regular rehearsal schedule for 
"Peter Pan" will begin in mid.January, 
leading up to performances Feb. 26 
through March 9. 

For further inrormation, contact the 
University Theatres office. 

As we neared APT's headquarters 
outside Spring Green, Wis., my wife 
consoled me by eommenting on the 
pleasures of the scenery and the rain 
out prospect of touring such local 
indoor attractions as the House-on-
the-Rock or a building designed by 
area native Frank Lloyd Wright 

PREVIOUSLY I have found Jailul 
Caesar a great read, but a college 
production in Napoleonic garb, the 
BBC version, and a film version with 
Charlton Heston, Jason Robards and 
John Gielgud had been so uninvolv-
ing that I had begun to doubt the 
play's merits for performance. APT 
removes all doubts - and does so 
without cutting a line or resorting to 
any gimmicry. The acting was tight, 
the delivery crisp, the performance 
gripping and suspenseful. How could 
there be suspense when we knew 
what was to come? Yet several audi-
ence members gasped and covered 
their eyes, so real was the moment of 
assassination. 

dom, APT is staging the plays , '-----------------"11 
roughly in the order of composition. 

Then providence smiled and the 
rain stopped moments before we 
reached our destination. Two hours 
later providence would unsmile ' 
again , raining out the second half of 
the production, but even half of this 
Julius Clesar was well worth the 
drive. 

APr'S FACILITY is well suited for 
spectator enjoyment. The seating 
spreads down a hillside in a semi-
circle, creating a miniature facsi-
mile of the massive natural 
ampitheatres favored by the Greeks 
in the age of Aeschylus and Sopho-
cles. The stage, though, is a moder-
nized version of'the thrust style used 
in the age of Shakespeare. The com-
bination ensures that every one of 
700 seats provides an unobstructed 
view of the action and that the 
acoustics are excellent for an out-
door facility. 

APT makes full use of its facility. 
During Antony's funeral oration over 
Caesar's body, his "friends, Romans 
and countrymen" were scattered 
through the audience, making a few 
actors seem like a mob and provid-
ing an audience illusion that we 

After the official rain-out was 
apnounced, the audiellfe queued up 
to receive its rainchecks. I visited 
(indoors) with Theodore Swetz, just 
out of costume from playing the 
conspirator Casca. Swetz' jovial 
appearance and disposition seemed 
more fitting for another curtent role, 
Sir John Falstaff in The Merry Wives 
of Windsor. The versatile Swetz is 
also co-director of Comedy of Errors, 

-soon to tour to Hancher Auditorium. 

SWETZ HAS BEEN with APT since 
its founding six years ago. He 
remembers playing once to an audi-
ence of 17. Since then APT has 
received a Tony Award nomination 
for regional theater, and is now 
averaging 88 percent of capacity. 
Nevertheless, financial troubles still 
plague the company. Corporate 
donors have not been forthcoming. It 
is the small givers, the audience 
members who recognize something 
worth preserving when they see it, 
whose donations are keeping APT 
afloat. 

The obstacles, said Swetz, are 
"unbelievable." Touring efforts have 

because "we're trying to grow into 
the major works the way Shakes-
peare grew into the major works." 

The Comedy of Errors is considered 
to be the first of Shakespeare's 
comedies. It is also one of the fun-
niest, revolving around two sets of 
master-and-servant twins separated 
by shipwreck; when one set arrives 
at the home of the other, mista-
ken identities lead to a series of 
hilarious blunders. Because Shakes-
peare used a Roman comedy as the 
primary source for his play, APT 
uses comic masks and padding in the 
tradition of Roman drama to add to 
the comic mood. 

"TRADITION; IS AN important 
word at APT. Swetz describes watch-
ing the first performance of one APT 
comedy: "I remember standing in 
the wings ... and all of a sudden 500 
people 'aughed, a big hearty laugh, 
and I thought 'My God. 400 ye{lrs ago 
that happened. Today it's happened; 
and I'll bet 400 years from now it's 
going to happen.' . That's worth pre-
serving, that's worth the committ-
ment." 

And it's worth seeing. Seating 
remains at Hancher in all price 
ranges for Comedy or Errors. Theater 
fans still without tickets would be 
well advised not to miss an oppor-
tunity to see an outstanding company 
performing an ageless comedy. 

Hart croons ,and the young 
sweOA at reGent Iowa City-'show 
By Allen H09g 
Staff Writer 

C
OREY-MANIA was in full-
force as the young girls 
descended on Hancher 
Auditorium Friday night. 

The Corey Hart concert, which was 
presented by Jam Productions and 
the Student Commission on Program-
ming and Entertainment, gave· them 
ample opportunity to do what young 
girls do best: scream continuously 
for hours at a time. 

A hint of what the evening was to be 
like came outside the auditorium 
before the show as fathers lined up 
to drop off daughters with braces on 
their teeth. The hints were con-
firmed during the performance of 
the opening-act, Candy, a four-piece 
Los Angeles group whose power-pop 
sound seems to be a direct descen-
dent of the Bay City Rollers' by way 
of the Knack. 

With Kyle, a lead singer who raises 
his eyebrows like Paul McCartney; 
Gilby, a guitarist whose hair and 
riffs make him come across as a 
watered-down Eddie Van Halen; and 
Jonathan, a bass player who looks as 
much like Prince as a white man can, 
Candy seems destined to become a 
favorite of pre-teen girls. And if the 

Music 
band members seemed somewhat 
nervous at the wild reaction they 
received Friday night - with missed 
cues and inappropriate introduc-
tions - it only added to their charm. 

HART, BY CONTRAST, knew how to 
play the teen-idol role perfectly. 
Looking a little like Richard Gere 
with spiked hair, he wiggled his butt, 
gave the crowds lots of "thumbs-up" 
signs and sang with maximum 
melodrama as the girls rushed down 
the aisles and reached across the 
rim of the stage, each desperately 
hoping that he would shake her 
hand. During his first performance 
of "Never Surrender," one even 
jumped on stage and ran up to give 
her man a hug. Roadies came in from 
the wings to escort her off, but Hart 
waved them away, then sang to her 
as she clutched his arm, crying. 

To Hart's credit, there were a num-
ber of indications that he has the 
ability to rise above the teen idol 
status. He did a cover of "My Girl" 
that cut Hall and Oates' recently-
released rendition of the same tune 
to pieces, and did some mean twist-

ing with a girl from the crowd during 
a version of "Jailhouse Rock." 

HE ALSO PROVED himself to have a 
political conscience with the 
reggae-tinged "Sunny Places, Shady 
People," a tune protesting the South 
African situation; and he is to be 
commended for explaining the 
song's content in its introduction. 

Even if Hart has all the teen-idol 
moves down pat, he still comes 
across as being sincerely touched by 
the adulation of the audience. At one 
point, he told the crowd, "If anyone 
ever tells you performers don't 
appreciate their fans, don't you 
believe them." And, after finishing 
"Never Surrender," Hart returned 
on stage by himself, had the house 
lights turned up, and sang the song 
again with the crowd in what truly 
seemed to be an unplanned encore. 

Of course, in the end, Hart may not 
prove to be anything more than the 
teen idols of the past - another 
Shaun Cassidy, or Leif Garrett, or 
Andy Gibb - destined to have his 
four hits then quickly fade away. But 
don't try telling that to the girls who 
were at Hancher Friday night. They 
think Corey Hart is special among 
teen idols, because he is theirs. And, 
of course, they are right. 

New Music has energizing start 
By Usa Norton 
Arts/entertainment Editor 

P
ERSPIRATION glistened on 
his brow as he shook my 
hand. "It took me about two 
months to get this piece 

worked up," Michael Geary said. 
"After I know it, it only takes about 
an hour to warm up and feel good 
about playing it." 

Geary spoke of the energizing per-
cussion composition "Ever Livin' 
Rhythm" performed in the Saturday 
night concert of the UI Center for 
New MUlic, the first of its 1985-1986 
season and the first in this, the 
Center's 20th year of existence. 

"Ever Livin' Rhythm," written in 
1977 by Neil B. Rolnick, a West Coallt 
composer, states that much of its 
musical material is derived from the 

vocal music of the Ba-Benzele pyg. 
mies of Central Africa, but such 
words can hardly convey the impact 
of this music. Backed by electroni-
cally taped music, the nine-minute 
compOSition is an explosion of sound 
and emotion, gripping the listener, 
haranguing, Impelling. 

GEARY STANDS on stage, sur-
rounded by percussion instruments 
- a kettle drum, bass· drum, an 
elaborate wood block, zither, gongs, 
and cymbals, playing intensely, all 
the time his sounds accompanied by 
a loud, rhythmic background tape. 

The use of electronically taped 
music/sounds dominated the concert. 
The first piece, "Dream Sequence," 
composed in 1976 by George Crumb 
for violin, cello, piano and percus-
lion also used "automobile brake 

Entertainment Today 

At the BIJou 

UCLA Student FIlm, (198HI41. Nine sllort 
works from the "udellt body of one of 
Americ,', mOlt prollflo film 10Il0011 .... 
pntHnted In amorg .. bard filii ion. At 7 p.m. 

• aerrlVe"to (19621. Brazlilin director 
Glauber Rocha', debut film II I founding 

work of the Cinema Novo movement thlt 
.... lIlllcally explor.. the world of I small 
flthlng village. In Portugu .... At II p.m. 

Dane. 
The "Click· Dancers under the direction of 

Michael Kohli will be performing in the Mlln 
lobby of the UI Hospltalt I' 12:15 p.m. 

drums," Geary said. "They're pretty 
standard equipment these days. 

"They're supposed to be Japanese 
temple bells, I use Japanese temple 
beaters, though, to play them even 
though I use brake drums. 

"Camellia," written in 1985 by 
Michael Farley, a student in the 
Center for New Music, also utilized 
electronically taped sounds. The 
piece is for piano and electronic 
tape and was inspired, as Farley put 
it, by the "work of three visual artists 
- Motherwell, Avery and Malevich. 
I wanted to imitate their use of the 
very basic shapes and colors which 
retain their characteristics rather 
than blend smoothly." And this the 
music did to a tee. Although the two 
musical lines - tape and plano -
were distinctly different voices, they 
came tOlether Ind created a unified 
whole. 

Art 
"The Other Cublltl,· I lecture by Idl Beam 

Vltlllng ProflllOr Daniel Robbins, will be 
p ..... nted a' 8 p.m. In the UI MUHum of Art, 

Nightlife , 
The Red Stallion will be fllild all week wIth 

the eoundt of PlIOhwork. 
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foeIIl civic ctub promotion. MUll 
hoW own .. r and IreIId 01.. Good 
...,. paid 10 ..... dolly. Day and 
.-Ing shilts. ,.... IPPIY on 
Wtdnttday. 0c10b0t 2nd '*-on 
, __ Ipm and 4prn-7pm .. 

1205 South RIworIIdo Ori¥t 01 .... 
AItOIs Porto Inn (In tho com.r.nco 
auIIt _ from tile moIn ""let). 
No "'- ..... ...-.. 

IPIML IIdIoa 10 do ......-
wort lor local cMc orgonlzllion. 
Good hourty ...,. paid In ..... 
dolly. P ... d ... and _po,..,. ond_lng __ IlIbIe. 

"""'1jIpIy 
0c10b0t t..d l00m-lpm 
.,., .. 1205 South 

Ilrftre II III AII_1a P.rt 
1m (In'" con*-..,"_ 
from Iht main olllet). No "'-
...... e-. 
IIAIIIOIIIWI_ netdtd 

PROFESSIOIIAL 
SERVICES 

Hours: 
M-Th,7-1'0 
Fri,,7-7 
$ot., 9-6 
Sun., 12-5 

14 S. Clinton Sf. 
AerOI. from 

the Pentacrest 
. 338-COPY 

kinkO'S8 

TYPINa 
!lPfIUENCI!D, fill. ICCU",:-
Torm POptrl. maoulCrlpll. atc. 
111M Stloclric .. 338-3101. 

ALl your IYping nttds. CoIl c;;: 
35",0116 . ..... 1"111 boIoro lOp,!!!;. """': KI"r 

'A"'II typod. Fut occur ... 
...."lbI ... , • . ExcoIlonl 
EmorvontY Soc .... ry. 

',,"RI (cotl .-10"""";; . 
.... Ico). monulCripll. 11_. '111. 
accurate. reasonable. 

COLUN. TYPlIIG IWOItD 
_ISING, 201 Ooy Building. 
_ IOWA IlOOII, 8-5pn1. 

33&-5588. E_lngs. 

'A""'lypod. ,'.00/ page. 
Fronch. Sponi .... Germ ... Orosi 
chlrlet"" FUI, accurlte, 
338-9301 . 

FAIT, Iccurate typist, liwe on 
bustlnt. $1 .00 per doublt "_ 
pogo. Coli Rhonda. 337-4651. 

AOIANNE'1 TYPING 
35402101. 

IIIIU.I, lheHl. manuoc:nPtl, 
popors- apecl.llzo In Modlcol Ind 
Schtntific. Fast, eccur.t. and 
"-'<Iabto. Very r .... nablt. 
31_7-4283, ..."ingl ooltacL 

PllYL" TYPING 
15 yeorl' uporlon .. 
term pope ... thoMa. 

111M. 338-8996. 

COU*IAL PARK 
IUIiHEIS SERVICO 

1027 Hollywood Bl¥d., "..... 
Typing, word procHSing, letttrs, 
,"urn ... bookkHplng. whet_ 
you nted. AIIO. regular and micro-
ca .. tt. transcription. Equipment, 
IBM Displlywriter. FIst. efficient, 
rHlONIble. 

FAIT. Iccurat. typing. An 00 .... 
C_ 10 campus. 35-4-89113. 

OUAUTY typing: Manuscrip,., 
"- poperl ... ; romance 
longuages. German. Belh. 

FllEE 'ARKING. Typing. 
word procoosing·. Speed Is OIl' 
spocIaItyl "CllMAN HCRnM-
IAl SERVICE. 351-8523 . 

WllmllG CONtlULTAIIT lu,,. 
rough dralls inlo poIi_ 
popora-full Dropolhny1imo, 
Eut Was'"nglon. Words WOrth. 

WORD 
PROCESSING 

SUSAN'S Word Processing! 
Typing. P--. monuscrtpls. 
1_. dl ... rt.Uon. Prol_1 

quot,ty -18 yeora •• pori ..... l8M- I 
PC wllh ItItor p,'nl ... Vo" • . 
r ... ,,.lble .. 1 ... Coli 35H733 
Inyllmo. 

OOHAWKI 
barK,,1 mall .. projects.1Id 
popors easyl Wordprocoos InoIIId 
0' typing. computer opotl c_· 
Ing. Ronl an IBM PC lor 5 minullt 
or 5 hoUB. Acr_ Irom 1ht Public 
Library. 35406530. 

FR!! 'AllKIIIO- Word 
editing. Iyplng. Spttd it ou, 
spociollyl "CHMAN HCItETAII· 
IAL HIIVICE. 351-8523. 

WHO DOES In 
AllCltlTECTURAL dtslgn. corpen-
try. otoctrlCll. plumbing. polnling 
ond muonry. 337-«170 Imobilo) 

MONS mode _Iy. Stnglo. 
doublt. q_. chOlcI 01 .-
Coli 33&00328. 

ftDOlND Ind portrailspoclalist. 
50.." 0; .... Photog""hy. 
3S+e317 .lItr Sp.m. 

TIll Compte ...... ·1 
.nd women'l 1I1 ... 11oII1t- ...... 
Irom Old Coni., al 111 
Soulh Cllnlon. 338-4832. 

WOOOIUIIN IOUND HIIVICI 
lOll, and _. TV. VCA. _ 

.uto aound Ind comrnerclal .... nd 

... and .... ict . .00 Hightond ), 
Court. 

CIUAl/Tf _IIG AND AI. n,... 
TIOIIS. Rtuonobla r ..... 
337.-07. 

DJI!JIT -ng. _.,iona with 
or_, poIIo .... _ 

pn-, .... 7. 

ITUOIHT IIIAL 111 
Pll!lClllmoIII' 

No .. you, _or .. _ 111n. 
low low prieto • W. dotIvor FAEEI 
II __ lrom Cllmon SI. eon-. 

CENTRAL AEXALL YK;Y '.""''''''--1 
DocIgo II Do 

331-307 


